
 

 

 

 

 

 

NARRATIVE LESSON PLAN 
Created for use in your classroom after seeing  

Andrew Clements’ No Talking 
Developed by Michelle Staub, Education Assistant 

 
Standard: 
Meets MO & KS CCR Standard W.K-5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined 
experiences or events using effective technique, well-chosen details, and well-
structured event sequences. 

 
Materials Provided: 

 Appendix A: Pantomime Prompts 
 
Student Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to create a narrative story that will explain a 
character’s responses to experiences and events as they develop. 

2. Students will be able to construct an event sequence that unfolds 
naturally. 

3. Students will be able to compare their character’s journey with that of the 
students in the production.  

 
Assessments: 

 Narration Creation: Students will construct a written narrative about a 
character of their creation in a situation in which they do not speak the 
same language as those around them. 

 Pair and Paint: Students will share their story with a partner who will be 
painting the setting as they hear it unfold. 

 
Lesson: 

Introduction 

 Silent Story Telling: Students work in pairs for this activity. The first partner 
chooses a folktale, fairytale, familiar story, or book that the class has read 
recently to recreate without using words.  Encourage students to focus on 
a beginning, middle, and end within the story.  They have 60 seconds to 
silently enact this story to their partner while they interpret what is 
happening throughout.  After the 60 seconds is up, switch roles. 

 Extension: If your students are up for the challenge, give them 
phrases or questions to communicate instead of stories or use 
the included pantomime prompts. (Appendix A) 



 Group Discussion (5-10 minutes): Come back together as a class and 
discuss what they learned about how to communicate without words.  
Were there challenges to getting your idea across without saying it? How 
did they react to your reenactment?  Was it more difficult to be the 
storyteller or the guesser?  What challenges did each role present? 

 
Building Activities  

 Narrative Brainstorm (10-15 minutes): After your discussion, begin a 
brainstorming session about other situations that can create 
communication barriers. The students in the show chose not to use their 
voices and to listen, but when are there other times that we may need to 
communicate without using words?  Now have students imagine that they 
were no longer able to talk. How would you connect and communicate 
without using language as a tool?  What problems might this create?  How 
can they be solved? Record their ideas on the board. In this session, there 
are no bad ideas, every idea is valid. 

o Teacher Note: The idea is to stimulate thought. Even if ideas given 
seem way off track, it is still stimulating thoughts. 

 Narrative Writing (10-15 and take home) Students will now begin writing a 
narrative from their point of view or as a character that they create.  Using 
story structure, their character will come upon a conflict in communication 
in a new situation.  Encourage them to think creatively in their resolution. 

o Questions to propose to the class while they are creating their 
narratives:  

 What details can you give to help get this character through 
the situation? 

 What led this character to this situation? 
 How can you structure the events so they unfold naturally as 

your character responds to action? 
o  Teacher Note:  This can be started in class, but can be finished at 

home.  Another variation would be to have the students outline the 
narrative and dictate the rest of the story when they are with their 
partner. 

 Pair and Pantomime (20-30 minutes): After the narratives are written, pair 
up the students into partners or small groups.  First, one student will read 
their narrative (2-3 times if shorter) while the student pantomimes the main 
characters actions in the story.  Pantomiming is using your body to 
illustrate what is happening without using your voice. The person reading 
the story cannot direct them, they can only use the written words in their 
story.  The students performing have to figure out how to clearly enact the 
story without using words of their own.  About half way through, the 
partners will switch roles. 

o For an added challenge: Instead of the author reading the story 
created, they perform a pantomime of their story for their partner.  
The partner then has to try and narrate the story based on the 
actions that they see. 



 
 
 
 
 
Wrap-up  

o Collaborative discussion (10 minutes): Was it difficult to create on 
the spot? 

o What words or phrases were helpful in giving you ideas for 
movement in the story?  

o Was it more difficult to tell our story and see how someone else 
interpreted it or to try and interpret a story using pantomime? 

o Did you learn anything new through the story as the character 
overcame challenges?  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Audition Pantomimes 
These are samples of pantomimes used in previous Coterie youth 

auditions 
 

Develop a one-minute (no longer, please!) pantomime improvisation piece as described 

below. Act this improvisation silently or with sounds but using no words at all: 

“A New Place” 
You are riding in the palm of a giant’s hand. He sets you down in a place you’ve never 

seen before. You react to what you can hear, see, and smell—and then form an opinion. 

You decide what you think about this place. What surprises you about it? 

This improvisation should last at least 30 seconds. And you should plan a beginning, 

middle, and ending.  

 

 

 

Develop a one-minute (no longer, please!) pantomime improvisation piece as described 

below. Act this improvisation silently or with sounds but using no words at all: 

“An Animal with a Problem” 
You are to be an animal of your choice in a complicated (or even threatening situation) in 

which you, as the animal, solve the problem!  

This improvisation should last at least 30 seconds. And you should plan a beginning, 

middle, and ending.  

 

 

 

Develop a one-minute (no longer, please!) pantomime improvisation piece as described 

below. Act this improvisation silently or with sounds but using no words at all: 

“Everyday Activity Grows Complicated” 
Take a typical activity you do in your everyday life and come up with an inventive reason 

why it suddenly becomes very complicated or conflict-filled.  

This improvisation should last at least 30 seconds. And you should plan a beginning, 

middle, and ending.  

 

 

 

Develop a one-minute (no longer, please!) pantomime improvisation piece as described 

below. Act this improvisation silently or with sounds but using no words at all: 

“A Journey with the Cat in the Hat” 
The Cat in the Hat is taking you on an amazing fantasy journey. You react to what you 

can hear, see, and smell—and then form an opinion. Suddenly something goes very 

wrong. Come up with an inventive reason why the journey suddenly becomes very 

complicated or conflict-filled. You can either solve the problem, or not. 


